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Centreville is a city in St. Clair County lllinois. The city
has a total area of 4.29 square miles. Centreville is the
noorest city in the state of llfinois, as well as one of the
poorest cities in the nation.

TIMELINE LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEMOGRAPHIGS

This timeline contains ¢ number of

important events-regording Cen- MAYOR MARIUS JACKSON POPULATION: ﬁ,ﬁ%i%

{.revil/'e' fiooding ond ‘sewa_ge, but £ ALDERMEN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE: 9.5%
is not intended and should not be

considered os a comprehensive 4 OTHER CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS POYVERTY RATE: 48.1 %

timelfine of relevant evernis.

1800 1800 1910 1950 1960

1850 French and Ger- 1903 The Great Flood of  1910: Centreville Is incor- 1957 The City of Centre-  186%: Centreville Town-

man farmers and railroad 1903 brings forward the  porated into a township  ville is incorporated. ship’s initial sewage Sys-
workers populate the  proposition of the Met-  with one village. tem construction  plan
‘Centreville Station” area.  ro-East Sanitary District is completed, 20 years

Levees and the proposi- after the plan’s proposal.

1880: The Hinois Cen- tion is carried out.
trat Railroad buys tracks
arcund Certtreviile.

3.08% White

.923% Hispanic or Latino

dedian Household income

Hiinois | 61,229
st.Louis, MO-L .. $59,046
United States £57652
51, Clair County, IL $5‘§,‘?®i3

Centreville, IL 11 A81
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COMMONFIELDS OF CAHOKIA
PUBLIC WATER DISTRICT

A sanitary sewer system that
services approximately 5 square
miles of fand, serving a popu-
fation of approximately 8,100
residents.

The sanitary sewer system is
funded by a utility fee. The

ulility fee provides a dedicated
source of funds for the operation,
maintenance, rehabifitation, and

1970

1876: Commonfields of
Cahokia  Public Water
District buys Centreville
Township’s sewage $ys-
temm and continues to
manage both tap water
and wastewater for the
Township.

improvement of the District’s
sanitary sewer system.

From Commontieids of Caholda Pulilic Wter

Disirict Sanitory Sewer Systam Copocit ia
Moncgemens, Operation ond Maintenance
{CHMOME Program, Avgast 2004

1980

19886 The American Bot-
toms Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant is opened to
freal  municipal waste-
water from surrounding
municipaiities,  includ-
ing parts of the City and
Township of Centreville.

198880 Problems with
the East Si. Louis sewer
system, to which Centrev-
iie’s sewer system is tied,
make national news. .5,
EPA sues East St. Louis for
misuse of federal sewer
money; St. Clair County
State’s Attorney and Fast
Side Health District sue
City for sewage failures.

1880

1893, A year of heavy
flooding greatly damag-
es the St. Louis area le-
vees and causes damage
10 local sewer systems,

1994: East 5t. Louis pub-
lic works director blames
flooding impacting Fast
St. Louis, Centreville and
Washington Park partly
on failure to clean and
dredge Harding Ditch.

2000

2002: The US. Amy
Corps of Engineers notj-
fies then Mayor Seaberry
that 1-255 is a barrier to
water flow between the
B63rd Street area of Cen-
treville and Harding Ditch.

2003 The takeover of
the Centreville-Alorton
Sewer District by Com-
monfields of Cahokia is
announced, along with
the need for extensive
emergency repairs due
to failure to clean and
grease sewer pumps.

2007 FEMA notifies the
Metro East levee district
that the levees will lose
accreditation unless sig-
nificant  problems  with
underseepage and other
issues are addressed.

2008 llinois FPA issues
plan identifying Harding
Ditch as failing to meet
water-qualily standards
for fecal coliform.

2010

2013 Heavy rainfall and
flooding results in emer-
gency rescue of six fam-
ifies in neighborhood of
40-45 homes off of State
Street near the 1-255 exit,

201 St Clair County
again  recognizes that
‘runoff originating from
the bluff areas to the east
of the American Bottoms
contribute [sic] markedly
to flooding, ponding, and
501l wetness”
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Mr Blaylock's frustration with the
ever-present flooding in Centrev-
ilie stems from the huge costithas
placed on him and the community
he loves. In 2015, to fix the dam-
age caused by frequent fiooding,
he had all of his plumbing redone
at a cost that now equals the total
value of his home. Indeed, Mr Blaylock has deep roots
in Centreville: his father lived across the street for over
30 vears until his passing and Blaylock himself moved
in over 20 years ago. Over the years, he improved his
nouse and the surrounding area, but emphasises thatin
recent years, residents feel powerless 1o stop the wa-
ter. Not without many attempts; Mr Blaylock became &
Centreville Township Precinct Committeeman in 201410
seek change in the community. What continues is his
iove for his town and animals. Horses, rabbits and chick-
en keap Mr Blaylock company as he seeks 1o stay put
amongst friends and family

Retired resident Mr Byrd has a boat
in front of his property to rescue
neighbors who can’t escape thelr
homes during bad fiood events. But
this hasn't been worst of his worries;
sewage water started backing up in
his toilet six years ago. “1 spent 37
years working in sewers and then |
have to put my family through it?” He has tried to keep the
standing sewage water at bay butthe ditches in front of his
home attract mosquitoes so big that he and his family no
longer open windows in the summer. The cost of A/C racks
up thousands of dollars of debt. Not only has he attempted
to fix issues with his home by raising its foundations, but
also for his neighbour by putting in a check valve to keep
sewage at bay. In 1996, he built the house with his own
retirement money to move into a quiet community-orient-
ed neighborhood with his whole family. He’s angry that the
sewer failure has gotten 5o bad that both his neighbours
have already moved out.




IGHAEL MeNEAL

“After the white folks moved,
they stopped doing stuff out
here”

That was in the late seventies. infrastructur-
al problems have gotten worse such that Mr
McNeal's home in Centreville now worth less
than what he bought it for over 40 years ago.
Over the years, he estimates he has spent
over $15,000 on flood and sewer repairs to
prevent sewage backing up in his toilet and
bathtub. 1t continues to happen vet there’s
littie to no response when he calls for help
from water management companies.
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IAZEL LEFLORE

The feeling of being left behind despite
complaints and town-hall meetings is g
common one amongst Centreville resi-
dents, particularly for long-time resident
Hazel Leflore. “We have been here for 42
years so | can't even tell you the amount of
times we've called” She remembers that
when her family was the first black family
to move into Centreville, it was a wonderful
placeto live. In her view, nothing was as un-
pleasant as the stench of sewage that now
leaks in her yard.

When flooding happens the
sewage mixes with “water
[that] runs across the street
into our vard and fills up the
trench.”

Even though her house is raised from Street
level, the constant smell means she and
her husband no longer enjoy their yard. But
Centreville’s safety makes her want to stay
and see the problem fixed: in all the time
that she lived there, she has never needed
to call the police.
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B WATER TESTING

« Continue drinking water testing for bacteria

P HISTORICAL DATA ANALYSIS
« Compiling decades of sewage and flooding
issue documentation from municipaiities and
utilities companies
» Archivai research on the deveiopment of
Centreville’s water infrastructure

b PUBLIC HEALTH ASSESSMENT

« Assess major health concerns and how residents
are interacting with the healthcare system.

- ldentify key stakeholders 1o learn more about
the state of healthcare access.

Timeline Sources

Timeline information from 19401990 can be found in 1992 Fingl

oversaw the 1976 saie of Centreville’s sewer system.

Chen, EIi. “Metro East Levees to Receive $95 Million in Flood Protecti
pasL"meia'oneast~levezes-receive~95-miliion--ﬂood-pretection--impravements.

“History | American Bottoms | lfinois Wastewater Treatment Facility.”

company/history/.

“Long Crippled by Financial, Social Woes, East St. Louis Is Now Fearing the Worst.” Los Angeles Times, April 1, 1989, hitps:/Awww latimes.com/

arch5ves;/'ia~xpm--1989m04~01~mn—824~5[ory.htmi.

Margaret Gillerman, Robert Goodrich, and Tim O'Nell. “Metro East Residents Tread Storm Water Clogged Ditch, Leves Breaks Add to Surging

Trouble,” St Lowuis Post-Disparch, Aprif 29, 1004,

“Missouri Families Evacuated as Homes Flood.” Bellevile News-Demaocrat, Apal 13, 2013, httpa:,v".’vv'ww.ﬁrehoe.:secem/home/ﬂewsﬂ0924553/

east-st--!ouis--rr;isseuri-fami!ies--evacuated-as-homes-ﬁood.

Programmatic £1S, Fast St. Louis and Vicinity, Ecosystem Restoration and Flood Damage Reduction Project, Madison and St. Clair Counties:

Environmental Impact Statement, 2004,

“Pros Wil Take over Water, Sewer District” Beflevife News-Democrot, December 13, 2003

“Rain Causes Sewage Backup at Two Schools” United Press inte

backup-at-two-schools/85 206063732007,

Southwestarn linois Planning Commission. “Mutti-Hazard Mitigation Plan St Clair County, flinvis,” Aprit 2009,

Official Statement prepared by Bernardi Securities under authority of Common-
fietds. Most information comes from the Bistrict Manager: Joseph LiVigni. 1992 Board Chairman Robert Bregman was the same chairman that

on Improvements.” St Loufs Public Rodio. fittps:finews.stipublicradio.org/

hirpsz//www.americ:anboltems,comiabout:dmerican~bmtoms_trashed/

motional. htps/iwway, u;aé.com/'Archivegi1989/63/20/?:‘ain—cau.ses—;ewage-
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b LEGAL ACTION

« Attorneys from Equity Legal Services, Metropolitan
St Louis Equal Housing and Opportunity Council,
Natural Resources Defense Council, and Earthjus-
tice will continue to interview residents and explore
options for legal action.

» COMMUNITY BUILDING
- Organization of a Centreville Resident Commitige
« Bottied water drive to address residents’ concerns
of possible drinking water contamination dueto
sewage in surface water,

1




ED_005452A_00831988-00012

REPORT FLOODING & SEWAGE ISSUES

. CENTREVILLE RESIDENT HOTLINE: 314-325-2230
« Commonfields of Cahokia
Water & Sewer Depariment (618} 332-1222

CONTAGT EQUITY LEGAL SERVICES

“nnelson@equi zyéegaisewac% com’ ““\}
618-693-9800 e

o

™, oA

QINTHE CENTREVILLE RESIDENT GOMA o
Meeti ings held at {Zentrewﬁe ‘Church oF Chst 7435 Ofd WMissour, Cemrevm iL N\j a
622@? Contact Nicole Nelson or Kalila Jatksan for next date and time. /

sewage issues and hold government of‘fucxais and utmty companies a accountabie.

DONATE

To donate to support our work with the residents in Centreville lllinols, visit Equi-
ty Legal Services, Inc. at www.equitylegalservices.org or visit Metropolitan St.

Louis Equal Housing and Opportunity Council at hittps://ehocsti.org

e

~"of concerns related 1o dmklng water Qﬁzalat&?téﬁd to: The Urban League of N

Metro St. Louis-St. Clair County Operations, 10220 L ncoln Tralls, Falrview
Heights, lllinois 62208.

\M.,,_ s eSS T e

To dcmat@ online for boat!ed water for the residents of Centreville, please visit

hitps://www.ulstl.com. For inquiries ahout cash or check donations for bottied
water, please call the Urban League of Metro St. Louis at 618-274-1150.




